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From THE BoBe CELLAR

F THE CALIFORMNIA wine Indus-

try might be said to have anything

akin to 4 mad sciencist, it wounld
surely be Leo MeCloskey, The president
and cofounder of Enologix—a wine
consultancy firm in Sonoma Counry—
and holder of & doctarate in binlogy,
MeClaskey has committed his talengs
and time to decoding the chemical
secrets of fine (and high-scoring) wines
for the purpose of schooling clients in
how (o improve their own productions.
Yer, even while he coaches winemakers
in how to raise their scores, MeCloikey
has advocated rather vocally the impor-
tance of ferrir (the conditions of doil,
climate, and sunlighe that define the
character and quality of the grapes) over
technique in dietermining quality. In

fact, he even has suggested that quality

can be mapped ot by reglon, .|_1|_'|,'|Jri||_!_!| t{
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ton in someone who makes his living

“:IEL'll.I.H]t AUELL e .ir;:uinf_ the virtues of

aagure, one must admin thar MeCloskey
i right: The Oakville appellation is
home to many of the regions unique
propertics, inclading Hardan Escae, To
Kalon, Screaming Eagle, and Gargiulo
Vineyards. The lateer's latest relesse.
the Gargiulo Vineyards 575 OVX Cabernet
sawignon 2004, cakes ity name from the
winerys address at 375 Dakville Cross-
road. This basse profundoe Cabernet
expdes rich aroman of bittersweet choc-
olate, coffee, leather, and spiced plum,
O the palate, blueberry, cherry, and
boysenberry favors blend into a luxari-
ously texrured wine, the sole faw of
which i its scarcity: Alas, a mere 2458
three=packs (or 62 cases) were made, IF
only MeCloskey could decode enongh
of this masterpiece’s secreis to whip up
more of the vintage in his laboratory,
[$575 per three-bottle cane) www.gargiilo
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