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Guitarist Nick Colionne Shares The Holiday
Spirit Year Round With Jazz Fans And Students
In His Hometown, “The Big Windy” rage 14
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David Pack gathering
inspiration among the
Oakville cabernet vines ot
his friend Jeff Gargiulo,
CEO of Gargiulo Vineyards
in May 2008, David and his

close friend of over 30 years, &
A

David Benoit, began their
first composing sessions for
Oakville Cmssroads durlng

The Former Ambrosia frontman and Grammy®-winning jazz and pop producer
combines his dual passions for wine and jazz with the groundbreaking recording
Oakville Crossroads: Music To Celebrate Old Friends and New Wine.

est known to millions as lead

.h‘mgm‘nf the famed rock band

Ambrosia, David Pack 1s also
the singer/songwriter behind the endur-
ing classic pop hits "How Much | Feel”
“Biggest Part OF Me,” and "“You're T'he
Only Woman.” Alter hus years as a rocker
70s and early '80s, Pack became
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incredibly diverse range of musical genres,
meluding pop, rock, jazz, R&B, country
music and gospel. While working with
legends ranging from Leonard Bernstemn and
Quiney Jones to Aretha Franklin and Andre
Crouch, he also amassed some exciting credits
in the jazz world. These include projects
with Branford Marsalis, Chick Corea and

Patti Austin, as well as vocals on several classic

albums by his lifelong friend, the legendary
jazz pianist/ composer David Benoit.
|’u‘f.': nd Pack’s success as a pre wducer

and his .1”1m[y for classte all-star ]\mjvns

like Handel's Messiah: A Soulful Celebra-
tion and SL‘I{ES of West Side .\h*{‘.'. which
have kept him busy behind the scenes, he's
also pleased many longtime fans by sharing
his voice with the world, once again, on

[us 2003 Peak /Concord Records album
I'he Secret ( )J’ Movin" On, which featured
famed rockers from his heyday like Jour-
neys Steve Perry, Heart's Ann Wilson and
}":;lg]v.‘ib—l-l.l'l‘]{)!]}l\’ B. Schmudr. Recent projects
include The Purpose of Christinas, which
raised money for Pastor Rick Warrens
Global Peace Initiative, and a new musical
The Bubble: A Dot Comedy.” about
last decade’s .‘_wlllu-n Valley inancial bubble
andl crash, which made its debut ar the New
York Musical Festval tn 2008,

A major wine ahcionado and collector

L‘.l”l‘d

of Napa Valley wines since the "70s, Pack
is most excited these days about a labor-of-
[ove [ccuniing project he's concerved that

combines his dual passions [or music and

mnumn]ur\g Titled atrer the street where
Silver Oak Cellars and Gargiulo Vineyards
are locared, Oakville Crossroads: L'

To Celebrate Old Friends and -'\m ”rm

15 J."t‘lllg written ilﬁd I'i‘L'()I"C[l‘d 111 N.1|.‘L'l.

both at srudios and dedicated music areas
on the properties of Silver Oak, Tw ey
Cellars (owned by Silver Oak ) and Gargiulo
Vineyards, which is owned by Pack’s good
friend, winemaker/musician Jefl € ].'n'gmln.
Pack and the musicians he records with—
mcluding lcgcnd;-u"\' Daoors keyboardist Ray
Manzarek, Dave Koz, Alan Parsons and
Billy Dean—will be *

r]“‘hﬁ. Wineries \\']Hlt‘ []'Il‘ PI'\ﬂt‘L’T I"| 11 5851011,

‘artises m residence” at

The mostly vocal project got off to a
great start in May when Pack and Benoit,
inspired by the heavenly terroir of 1':1”“111
vineyards around Gargrulo’s lush property
(next door to the prestigious Screaming
L':.lglv ), wrote an inittal song called “Har-

vest and then "Vineyard "-r.'-n1|\.” which




Pack calls “a celebrarory Napa anthemn for
all grape-stomping brethren to dance to
harefooted among the vines!” Pack explains
that his project’s song titles and Iyrics will be
infused with winemaker terminology such
as Cerush” and “bud-break,” terms with i
wealth of multiple meanings.

Pack 1s fashioning Oakville Crossroads
—whose costs will be underwritten | by select
o
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project that will ultimately include a DVD

(with footage of the writing and recording
sesstons, 1 addition to conversations with
winemakers abour therr craft) and an
exclusive coffee table book. " The idea is to
simply capture time in a bortle,” the singer
says, "i\}' creating a time L‘.‘i].‘:-u]:: thar ]l(']p&-
preserve the memory of close-knit friend-
\|1||,3:-G and ‘-]1.11’(’;‘[ experences lwrwwn
winemakers, musicians, culinary artists and
therr conmunities, I'm excited abour this
because it's the st time any recording artist
has ever tried to caprure the Unique spirit
and beauty of Napa, the art of winemaking,
and the way it ties into the sprit of the
community by actually collaborating on
songs with each winery-partner.”

In 2008, with the help of Gargiulo and
David Dunecan, CEO of Silver Oak, Pack
was able to fultil] s longtime dream of
lmn?_._[ a winemaker by creating a cabernet he
calls “Frien

llﬂ\ er the

which were pic ';tgt' m
Family Wine label. Drawmng on his rock and
roll contacts including Sting’s longtime art
director Norman Moore who designed the
label for him, the wine was vinted exclusively
tor sharing with friends and family.

Pack dates his love for the wine of Napa
Valley to lr'l']‘:'» he took there in the '70s
with his best friend Mike Zuanich. The two
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notes and crearing dated “wine lhmk.‘-‘ that
included soaked-off labels of
tasted. He says his epiphany as a budding
Caltdornia wine connoissetn happened
when he tasted his first Silver Oak Cab-
ernet Sauvignon i 1978, Over 30 years
later, Silver Qak’s CEO & President David

])ll!lulll Wias [Ih f]l“l winery o S On h!l
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I'he pedigree of Pack's extensive collec-
tion of wimes 1s 90%, i\]dpﬂ \"1111::}-. but he
credits two major music figures for cultivating
his interest in French wines as well, Tr was
producer Alan Parsons who introduced him
to his first French wine when he was i LA,
producmg Ambrosta’s second album, Sone-
where ['ve Never Traveled, Pack got even deeper
mto his lmrgn"nning love of the grape,
ked

with Al Stewart as a backing vocalist on

mcludmg French ar;

the singer’s ]t‘.gcndar)' Year of the Cat album
(which also teatured a young Peter White ).
“Al is one of the most knm\'lvdg{'a[a]c
people about fine French wine in the music
business,” Pack savs, "He began remnvesting
hus royalties into his collection off top French
wines like La Tache, the creme de la eréme
of France, starting in the eatly ‘70s, Over the
years, be built a wine cellar worth I]‘IIHJHI]N.

Intluences trom classical and jazz

with Leonard Hummn pmduum_
records for his daughter Jamie,” Pack
explains, “he introduced me ro Chateau
]']ll_l'lon I_Lll.llldl'. ] Wias g‘['{:ul.'l_lll. T, \-\-‘hl’rl
Quincy Jones sent me a gif“r of his favorite
wine, Chassagne Montrachet. I've been
lucky that I've always been surrounded by

friends with sophisticated palates.

“The way great winemakers do their
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David Pack dnd long-time friend Mike Z ’Zuamch) in Napa while
bottling David’s first ever Pack Family “Friends Blend” Cab &
Merlot—a barrel cleaning hose battle!

each wine they

do our music. We blend sounds, arrange-
ments, orchestrations, performances,
production and mixes, A great record, like
a world class wine, s all abour the way you
iy the sounds together. Just as a timeless
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1as to begin with great grapes. Then, the art

of how we blend and develop these elements
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meets the proverbial road!” «a
All Phatas by David & Stacey Pack
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Sliver Qak CEO David Duncan and David Pack
Jamming during & recent charlty concert at Gargiulo
Vineyards, sponsored by Silver Oak,
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David Pack, Alan Parsons, and Jefl Garglulo
pertorming for a private event that Included Chateau
Mantelena's Bo Barrett & wife Heidi Barrett, Plllar
Rock's Ron & Terl Kuhn, Silver Qak's CEQ David
Duncan, and other Napa VIPS.

Gargiulo Vineyards CEO Jeff Garglulo, David Benoit,
and David Pack take a break from the first Oakville
Crossroads recording sessions May of 2009,



